
MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Newsletter 5 February 2016 

What a fantastic start to the 

New Year! 

During the first week I con-
ducted assemblies with all 
year groups containing clear 
messages on our expecta-
tions and what we can all 

truly achieve if we continue 
to work together.  I hope 
that students have gone 
home after the assembly to 
reflect on my messages 

about having a ôgrowth 
mindsetõ and their ôcan doõ 
attitude. They may also have 
mentioned some references 

to pop groups from the 1980s and the concept of '..the lion sleeps to-

night'!. 

I reminded students of our BASICS and I'm delighted to report that the 
vast majority of students have returned to school after the Christmas 
holiday displaying a very positive attitude to learning and looking 
smart wearing the correct uniform.  Tutors have conducted a BASICS and 

uniform check during the week.  For the very small number of students 
who we have concerns about the BASICS, we will be contacting home, 

and I ask for your support. 

There are many highlights from these first couple of weeks back.  In 
particular for me was the way in which Year 11 conducted themselves 

with maturity and resilience during the release of the Year 11 mock 
examinations on Wednesday 6 January. This can be a time of appre-
hension and I was delighted that there were so many cheers but there 
were also some tears as not everyone achieved the results they had 
hoped for.  Year 11 have been exemplary in the way that they have 

analysed their exam results, have started to set their own targets on 

how to improve and are embracing the support from staff.  

This was followed by a record number of parents attending the Year 11 
Parentsõ Evening on Tuesday 12 January.  This was a really positive 
event and I was delighted to have the opportunity to meet so many of 

you and discuss the support the both parents and Ernulf Academy can 
provide to our Year 11 students, to enable them to fully prepare for 

their GCSE examinations. 

Last Tuesday was Year 9 Parents' Evening.  This is an evening of utmost 
importance for students and parents of Year 9 as feedback is given on 

student progress but also key information, advice and guidance is given 
with regard to the Year 9 Options process. Last academic year only 

58% of parents attended the Year 9 Parents Evening. I'm delighted to 
feedback that on Tuesday evening, 82% of Parents attended. This is a 
clear signal of the wonderful Parental support we have at Ernulf and the 
genuine desire there is to work together to ensure we support students 
to make 'right choices' and maximise their level of success. My own per-

sonal thanks for supporting this evening event. I'm aware that for a num-
ber of Parents who couldn't attend, it was due to work commitments - 
extra support and advice about the 'Options process' is available on our 

website with a very helpful 'podcast' from Miss Dodsworth. 

DfE has launched a new website which parents and teachers can access 

t o  h e lp  p ro te c t  c h i l d re n  f r o m  r a d i ca l  v i e w s .  
www.educateagainsthate.com offers parents, teachers and school lead-
ers practical advice to protect children from the dangers of extremism, 
drawing on resources and guidance designed by the government and 
charities such as the NSPCC and Childnet.  We will use the content from 

this website during ECM lessons.  I ask that you find time to view the 
ôParentsõ resources, engage in discussion with your son/daughter and be 
aware of any warning signs.  If you have any concerns, please do not 

hesitate to contact the Academy. 

Our weekly tutor group competition for Key Stage 3 tutor groups is 

really picking up momentum. Students score LEARN points for their tutor 
group as an outcome of displaying a positive 'attitude to learning' in 
class and when completing homework. After a run of tutor Miss Bates 
winning the weekly trophy for three weeks, last weekõs winners are Miss 

Smithõs tutor group - well done ! 

Finally, we have been alerted by some members of the public that a 
small number of students are not always acting in a safe and responsi-
ble manner during the journey home. I would, therefore, ask all parents/
carers to support messages given during recent assemblies by reminding 
students of the need to not take risks around traffic when travelling to/ 

from school. 
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WALKING TALKING MATHS MOCKS 

The Maths department started their series of ôwalking talking mocksõ to 
prepare the Year 11s for the Maths GCSE. This took place for sets two 

and three and the ômocksõ and subsequent tests under strict exam condi-
tion are following a timetable which targets topics from grades D to B. 
The timetable for these sessions and the topics being studied for revision 
can be found on the Maths Year 11 revision pages of the website and 

all students from these sets have been supplied with a colour copy to 

keep in the special studying place at home.  

Still up and coming are a shorter series of ôwalking talking mocksô for 

sets four and five which will start next month.  More news to follow. 



 

HUNTS SCHOOLS DISTRICT FOOTBALL FIXTURES 2016  
ERNULF V ABBEY COLLEGE  

On Thursday 28th January 2016 the Year 10 Ernulf football team be-
gan their Hunts Schools district league fixtures with a home tie against 

Abbey College.   The fixture took place at St Neots Town Football 

Clubñhow would the opening round of this years competition go? Y  

After a good cup run this year the team ventured up to the football club 
with hopes high of a good performance, and a positive result. However, 
one or two late absentees meant that Mr Bond was forced into a late 

change of formation.  

In to the starting line up came Scott Lee and Grant Hutchison was pro-

moted from the bench to take up a role in the rejigged 3-5-2 formation.  

The game started and both sides looked dangerous, with plenty of qual-
ity on show. The Ernulf team settled in to the formation well, with some 

nice passing interchanges evident.  

On 5 minutes the Ernulf team were awarded a free kick by referee Zak 
Rudman (year 12 football scholar). Up stepped Lewis Smith, who struck 
a beauty that unfortunately cannoned back off the post. However, lucky 
for us Cameron Farrowõs poachers instinct was in evidence meaning he 

was on hand to slot the rebound to put Ernulf 1-0 up.  

On 12 minutes Abbey reminded the team of their quality, with a good 
chance put narrowly wide. Indeed, on 14 minutes another strike from the 
Abbey team was cleared after a fine save from Kyran Harness in goal. 

The opposition were looking dangerous.  

On 18 minutes a ball was put through to the Ernulf front men (Farrow 
and Garcia). Some fabulous interplay between these two created a 
glorious chance for Garcia, which he calmly put past the opposition 

goalkeeper putting Ernulf 2-0 up.  

However, on 20 minutes a break by Abbey down the left saw Jack 

Garwood have a ludicrous hack at the player on the ball. Luckily, he 
missed the player completely, otherwise the referee may well have 

been having a quiet word with him.  

The player continued his run into the area, where another Ernulf player 
finally made contact with himñbringing the Abbey player down. The 

resulting penalty was scored, making it 2-1 to Ernulf.  

Chances continued to be created by both teams, until on 24 minutes a 
great corner from James Allen created confusion in the Abbey defence, 
and that man Garcia was on hand to grab his second of the game. 

Ernulf ahead 3-1 at half time.  

A positive half time team talk focused on energy levels, sticking tighter 
to our men when in defence, and the need to have slightly more compo-

sure when looking to pass. However, the first half was a great perfor-
mance, now against the wind in the second half how would the boys 

fare?  

The early play was dominated by a rejuvenated Abbey side keen to 
get back in the game. Harness produced two fine saves around the 41 

minute mark to deny Abbey a route back into the game. Furthermore, 
another clear chance on 43 minutes highlighted that we needed to step 

up our play.  

Nerves were starting to look a little frayed, however on 56 minutes a 

goal from Allen helped to settle the team as the lead was now 4-1.  

Towards the latter stages of the game the Ernulf team stayed strong, 
and battled hard to keep the Abbey team out. A free kick on 59 
minutes was again expertly saved by Harness, but the stout defending 

ensured that chances for Abbey were few and far between.  

Referee Rudman finally blew the whistle to end the game, with a re-

sounding 4-1 victory for the Ernulf team. This was a great performance 

against a good Abbey College side. Roll on next week!!  

 

Squad  

Harness (GK), Garwood, Harrison, Gibson, Col-

lins, Allen, Smith L, Lee, Hutchison, Farrow, Gar-

cia, Wells, Smith J.  

Man-of-the-Match = Lewis Smith. Astounding 

work rate from the centre of midfield.  

Next game - Cromwell.  

The latest numeracy activities 
for form time have got off to a 

flying start with a series of 
listening, or ômental mathsõ 
where students have to work 
through ten mathematical cal-
culations in their heads, with a 

few jottings down. These activ-
ities encourage more use of 
basic times tables in clever 

disguise. The puzzle corner 
continues with a variety of 

types of puzzles aimed at 
developing problem solving 
skills. So far the tutor group 
with the most points won to 
date is 7BA with 10EV and 

7HT closely behind. Well done 

year 7s! 

WEEKLY NUMERACY FORM TIME ACTIVITIES 



DOUBLE TROUBLE FOR ERNULFñ14TH JAN 

The Year 7 Basketball team arrived 

ay St Ives in high spirits ahead of their 

maiden District tournament. Ernulf had 

decided to evenly split their two teams 

to compete in this fixture.  

There was a very bright start against 

local rivals Longsands as our A team 

managed to balance out a tie, whilst 

the B team stormed to a comfortable 

two basket win.  

From here the A team struggled 

against two strong teams, before 

putting on an impressive counter at-

tacking display against HBK, which 

could have gone in favour of either 

side.  

Meanwhile, the B team managed 1 

win, a tie and two losses from their 

four games. A very strong perfor-

mance from them to place 3rd in the 

group.  

The boys look forward to their next 

fixture, and will progress even further 

from this starting point. 

 

 

DISTRICT BASKETBALL YEAR 7 TOURNAMENT 

Results 

Team A    Team B 

EA 2-2 Longsands   EA 4-0 Longsands 

Joseph Shaw 2   Kyle Dale 2, Ronnie Cham-

berlain 2 

EA 0-7 Sawtry   A 0-6 St Ivo 

EA 0-6 St Ivo    EA 2-2 Sawtry 

EA 0-2 Hinchingbrooke  Ronnie Chamberlain 2 

     EA 0-4 Hinchingbrooke 

Squad 

Team A 

Matt Hansford, Eli Gooding, Joseph Shaw, Gus Piuss and Tino 

Chamunokara 

Team B 

Ronnie Atkins, Ronnie Chamberlain, Kyle Dale, Harvey Flain and 

Kieran Best 

EXTRA CURRICULAR SPORTS CLUBS 

CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT 

If you are eligible for Pupil Premium funding, please be aware that Ernulf Academy is able to offer some financial support through the provision 

of free classroom equipment.  It would be much appreciated if you would encourage your son/daughter to look after the equipment carefully and 

take it to each lesson.   If you would like to take advantage of this offer, please contact the Finance Office on finance@ernulf.cambs.sch.uk.  


